
In the Classroom

Supporting LGBTQIA2S+ Students in 
the Classroom

Classroom Practice and Student Support

All LGBTQIA2S+ students deserve to feel safe and welcome at our schools and in 
our classrooms.

• Instead of saying “boys and girls” or “ladies and gentlemen” 
we refer to our students with inclusive language such as 
“third graders,” “scholars,” “readers,” and “activists.”

• Model the use of inclusive language and encourage 
students to do the same
• Ex: When reading a story and talking about characters, 

acknowledge and refer to the character’s authentic 
pronouns. Use they/them pronouns unless students can 
point to evidence in the text that shows the character’s 
pronouns. 

• Consistently denounce all anti-LGBTQIA2S+ language when 
it is heard at school. See “Speak Up” resource.

• What name would you like me to call you at school? 
What pronouns do you use at school? If I am talking 
to your caregiver/parents, do I need to use a different 
name or pronouns? If yes, what name and pronouns? 

Curriculum, books, signs in all 
classrooms and at all grade levels

Pronouns: she/her, he/him, they/
them, ze/hir, and more.

Inclusive language to create inclusive 
and affirming classrooms

• Safe Space and Pride signs, and core content that positively 
represents all diversity in the queer community, such as Black 
trans women, disabled queer folx, and more, are needed in the 
classroom.

• Ex: Books at all grade levels, justice-centered conversations 
about current events, queer pop culture

• Ex: “I’m Mr. Smith, and my pronouns are he/him.”  “My name is 
Jae and I use they/them pronouns”

• If comfortable, introduce yourself with your pronouns, and 
allow students to follow along if it feels safe and comfortable 
for them. If students do not share pronouns, refer to them by 
their name.

• Create a survey at the beginning of the year to ask students 
about what’s comfortable for them:

https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/publications/speak-up-at-school


Supporting LGBTQIA2S+ Students in 
the Classroom

“My students are too young. This is not appropriate 
for elementary students.”

1. No person’s identity — sexuality, gender, race, 
disability, culture — is inappropriate for young stu-
dents. Labeling an identity as inappropriate sends a 
message that who that person is, is not welcome or 
valued. That messaging is wrong. If we expect our 
students to learn in our classrooms, we must wel-
come them into our classrooms. All LGBTQIA2S+ 
students and people are welcome in our schools.

2. When we model and teach inclusivity in our class-
rooms and allow spaces for students to learn about 
themselves and others, it encourages students to 
build empathy and to learn to have respectful con-
versations and interactions with all people.

3. There are many picture books about LGBTQIA2S+ 
characters that are great for elementary students, 
such as: My Rainbow, Sparkle Boy, When Aiden 
Became a Brother, and Heather Has Two Mommies

Websites and organizations:
GLSEN → info about GSAs, Safe Space signs, inclusive 
schools and classrooms, lessons, and more
The Trevor Project → resources for LGBTQ+ mental 
health, crisis intervention, and suicide prevention
“Speak Up” strategies by Learning for Justice to help 
with addressing anti-LGBTQIA2S+ language

Pronouns: Pronouns are used when we refer to a per-
son without using their name. Ex: she/her, they/them, 
he/him, ze/hir, and more
GSA: Genders and Sexualities Alliance

Common Missteps or MisconceptionsResources for Continued Learning
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For more information visit wellbeing4la.org/schools
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https://www.glsen.org/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/publications/speak-up-at-school
http://wellbeing4la.org/schools

